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aŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ YŜŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜ 

In 1907, the U.S. Government purchased lots at the corner of 24th Street and    

Central Avenue from J. K. Lowe.  Since construction of the post office did not 

start for two years, Lowe was paid $2 a month for rent until construction was 

started. 

{ƪŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ YŜŀǊƴŜȅ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜΣ ŎƛǊŎŀ мфмлΦ /ŀǇǝƻƴΥ ¦Φ {Φ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜΣ 

YŜŀǊƴŜȅ b9Σ WŀƳŜǎ YƴƻȄ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ-{ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƴƎ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ 

tƻǎǘŎŀǊŘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳũŀƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ¦ǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
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2011 Calendar of Events  

Friday, August 26th from 10am-?: Golf Tournament 

Tuesday, September 27th from 6 -930: 5th Annual Trivia Contest & Dinner  

Saturday, Oct. 22 (time TBD): Old-fashioned Halloween Party 

Saturday, December 3rd from 12-1pm: Members Only Preview of the 24th   
Annual Christmas Tree Walk 

The first two weekends in December (3rd/4th and 10th/11th) from 1 -5 pm: 
Open to the public: 24th Annual Christmas Tree Walk  

 

Volunteers and sponsors are still needed for these events. Please  contact 
any staff or board member to help!  

 

Education notes: 

March hours: Monday -Saturday 1-5 pm daily (crane season) 

Wild Science Thursdays will return in the summer!  

Ghost Hunting classes-check the web site for more info! 

Kearney Public Schools have the museum reserved for two weeks: May 2-14, 
2011  

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Volunteers, chairpersons, and sponsors are still needed. Please contact the  
office for more information on supporting your Buffalo County Historical    
Society! 

PO Box 523, 710 W. 11th St., Kearney, NE 68848 

(308) 234 -3041   www.bchs.us   bchs.us@hotmail.com 

We hope you enjoy these stories about Buffalo County. We would love to have a stock 
pile of Buffalo Tales ready so they can go out in a more timely manner. Please submit 
your memories and stories to us by e-mailing them to 
bchs.buffalotales@hotmail.com or sending them to the post office box: BCHS, PO 
Box 523, Kearney, NE 68848. 

We appreciate your support!  

Directorôs Report 

-./I{ ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ǊŀƴŜ CŜǎǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƎǊƻǳǇ  
ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛŘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŀƴŜǎ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ нлмн ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ 
ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭΦ  aƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛǊƻƴŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ 

-! YŜŀǊƴŜȅ !ǊŜŀ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ м ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
ǘƘŜ Ŏŀōƛƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ϷспрнΦмоΦ όǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎπ
Ŝǎǘ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘύΦ  aŀǧ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻπ
ƧŜŎǘΦ   

-L ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦bY !ƳŜǊƛŎƻǊǇ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǿŀǎ    
ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎƻǊǇ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƘƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƳǳǎŜǳƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻƴΦ  

-L ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊΩǎ ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŬǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΣ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ 
ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭ ǘŀǇ ƛƴǘƻΦ aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻΦ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ  

Be sure to join the Buffalo County Historical Society group or the  Buffalo 
County Historical Society/Trails & Rails Museum fan page on Facebook!  

Buffalo Tales July/August 2011 

100 Years: United States Post Office to The Museum 
of Nebraska Art  

 Compiled by Katherine Wielechowski  



100 Years                                                           www.bchs.us (308)234-3041     100 Years                                                                www.bchs.us (308)234-3041 100 Years                                                        www.bchs.us (308)234-3041 

 

/ŀǇǝƻƴΥ {ǘŀǊǝƴƎ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ YŜŀǊƴŜȅΣ 

bŜōǊΦ 

tƻǎǘŎŀǊŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳũŀƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ¦ǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

tƻǎǘŎŀǊŘǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳũŀƭƻ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ¦ǎŜŘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

In 1975, the idea that led to the creation of the Nebraska Art Collection was  

conceived.  

And in 1976, a board was organized by KSC President Brendan McDonald 

and the first artworks were purchased. They were six painting by Clarence 

Ellsworth purchased for $3,000. They were added to the few works already 

donated by KSC. 

Finally, in 1985, negotiations for the purchase of the former post office 

building began. The purchase took place in 1986 at a cost of $120,000. 

tƻǎǘŎŀǊŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳũŀƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ 

¦ǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

tƻǎǘŎŀǊŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳũŀƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ¦ǎŜŘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

мфус ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tƭŀŎŜǎ ŘŜǎƛƎπ

ƴŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻŶŎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ мффм ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻŘŜƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΦ 

9ŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƻŦ мффоΣ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ǿŀǎ ϷпΦр ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ 5ŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 

bƻǿ ƛƴ нлммΣ ƻƴŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƊŜǊ ƛǘǎ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ tƻǎǘ 

hŶŎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рΣсул ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ahb! /ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴΦ 

Ghost Hunting with MPI  
The next Ghost Hunting classes with Midwest Paranormal               
Investigators at the Trails & Rails Museum will be on July 29 th and 
August 26th. Prices for this year are $40 a person or $75 for a couple. 
Contact the Trails & Rails Museum to register or for more information 
at 308-234-3041 or bchs.us@hotmail.com. 
 

Pioneer Cup  
BCHS will be hosting the first ever Pioneer Cup Golf             
Tournament on Friday, August 26. It is $260 per team or $65 
per person with tee off at 10 am at Prairie Hills Golf Course.  

 

5th  Annual Trivia Contest and Soup Supper  

Mark you calendars for the 5 th  annual Trivia Contest and Soup Supper 
on September 27 th  from 6 - 9:30!!! It is $10 a person for teams up to 
6 people. Prizes for the winners plus raffle drawings throughout the 
evening.  

A Note from the Editor  

You may have noticed some  format changes in this issue of Buffalo Tales. 
We have decided to do things a little differently and I hope that you like 
them.  

I am still working on getting all of the back issues caught up and sent to you 
and I appreciate your patience.  

I am always accepting more stories for Buffalo Tales, so if you have any      
stories, memories or pictures about Buffalo County that you would like to 
share, please e-mail it to me at bchs.buffalotales@hotmail.com or send it to 
the BCHS, PO Box 523, Kearney, NE 68848. 

Thank you again for your patience and your support of BCHS and Trails & 
Rails Museum.  

-Katherine  
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